
Burden:  Baton Rouge jewel dedicated to horticulture 
research and extension.  

The Botanic Gardens at Burden is a unique part of the LSU 
AgCenter in that it conducts both research and outreach on 
horticultural, agronomic, coastal and wetlands plants as well as 
maintaining numerous display gardens open to the general 
public.. The Mission of Botanic Gardens is to promote the 
importance of plants and their environment to the physical, 
mental and spiritual well-being of the citizens of Baton Rouge, 
the state of Louisiana, and the world. The mission is 
accomplished through a three pronged approach: 

 Performing research and facilitating the research of others 
to develop sustainable plants, landscapes, woodlands and 
wetlands. 

 Educating the community through demonstration of the 
value of this research by enabling direct access to public. 

 Bringing people back to nature by providing a diversity of 
green places and special facilities to engage in 
conversation, create a community and to commune with 
nature. 

Situated on a tract of 440 acres of green space in the heart of 
Baton Rouge, Burden Museum and Gardens is composed of 
destinations and points of activity that reflect the past, present 
and future of agriculture in Louisiana. The LSU Rural Life 
Museum represents the 18th and 19th century plantation era in 
Louisiana history.  The present and future are represented by 
the LSU AgCenter’s Botanic Gardens which is home to several 
research and outreach facilities which include turfgrass, 
ornamentals, vegetable and fruit crops, wetlands and coastal 
planting, urban forestry and native plants, maintain formal and informal gardens and an urban forest.   
The Botanic Gardens at Burden comprises the All-America Rose Garden, All-America Selections 
Garden, Stone Camellia Gardens, Herb Garden, Children’s Garden, the Steele Burden Memorial 

Orangerie, the Ione Burden Conference Center, Burden Woods, Trees and Trails, Barton 
Arboretum and Historic Windrush Gardens. 

Botanic Gardens at BurdenBotanic Gardens at BurdenBotanic Gardens at Burden   

Office 
 
Address: 4560 Essen Lane, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
Location: Burden is located on 
Essen Lane near the intersection 
of Interstates 10 and 12. 
Phone: 225-763-3990 
Fax: 225-763-3993 
Email:  
JKuehny@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Web site: 
LSUAgCenter.com/Burden 
Office Hours:  
8 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  
Monday-Friday 
 
Jeff S. Kuehny, Resident 
Director & Professor 
 
 
 
Research in Food and Fiber 

 Sweet Potatoes 

 Fruits and Vegetables 

 Agronomic Crops 
 
Research Areas 

 Ornamental 

 Turf 

 Coastal Restoration 

 Extension 
 
Botanic Gardens 

 Camellia Gardens 

 All-America Rose Garden 

 All-America Selections 
Garden 

 Children’s Garden 

 Ginger Garden 

 Herb Garden 

 Burden Woods 

 Trees and Trails 

 Barton Arboretum 
 
More information of any of 
these items may be found on 
our web site. 
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Burden is the home of a wide array of 
horticultural research projects as well as 
formal and informal gardens and woods.  
(Photo by  John Wozniak) 

Dedicated in June 1998, the Steele Bur-
den Memorial Orangerie serves as an 
event center overlooking the rose gar-
den.  (Photo by John Wozniak) 



 

Burden 

Burden Organizations 
 
Burden Horticulture Society 
In concert with the Burden  Master Plan, the mission 
of BHS is to enhance and promote the Burden Center 
and its serene environment for the benefit of the 
public through educational programs, fundraising, and 
volunteerism.   
 
Master Gardeners 
The East Baton Rouge Parish Master Gardeners 
whose home-base is Burden Center, operate a number 
of volunteer activities related to master gardener 
training and the propagation and an annual plant sale. 
 
Camellia Society 
The Camellia Society helps maintain the Stone 
Camellia collection, conducts educational programing 
based on camellias including an annual camellia show 
and propagates and grafts camellias for sale and 
expanding the camellia collection. 
 
Herb Society 
The herb society is a source for information and 
education on growing, propagating and using herbs. 

Master Plan 
A master plan for The Botanic Gardens was completed in 2009 that honors the legacy of the Burden Family and provides 
a unified vision for the future that combines both research and extension activities. Highlights of the master plan are a 
new Outreach and Education building that will house the East Baton Rouge Parish Extension Office, a new conference 
center, three Children’s Gardens, a Culinary Garden and the Louisiana Garden Center; an educational center for local 
and state horticultural organizations.  Expansion of the Barton Arboretum will feature specimen cultivated, woody 
ornamentals.  The plan also includes expanding the trail system and adding a boardwalk that will overlook a 30 acre 
wetland observed from Burdens Bluff and continue along the Wards Creek Meanders.  Through the support associated 
horticulture organizations, the LSU AgCenter, Burden Foundation and the LSU Foundation, LSU AgCenter Botanic 
Gardens is moving forward with a Capital Campaign, ‘A Destination for Generations’, to provide funding to continue to 
enhance this unique facility  
 
NOTE:  A detailed account of our research projects for the Food and Fiber Research Facility and Ornamental, Turf and 
Coastal Research Facility; extension; and Botanical Garden areas  may be found on our web site. 
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Botanical Garden Facilities 
The facilities at Burden Center are home to the head-
quarters offices and event centers.  The primary use of 
these facilities is for educational programing but they are 
also used for public events such as art exhibitions and 
family celebrations. 

Ione E. Burden Visitors and Conference Center 
The conference center was built in memory of Ione E. 
Burden and her love for education.  The visitors and 
conference center houses the headquarters offices and it 
has a conference room that will comfortably seat 120 
people in an interment setting of exposed beams and 
stained glass windows. 

Steele Burden Memorial Orangerie 
The orangerie was designed by A. Hayes Town, a long-
time friend of Steele Burden.  The building was built as a 
memorial to Steele in recognition for his landscape con-
tributions to LSU and the surrounding region.  The or-
angerie includes a conference/catering room with maxi-
mum capacity of 15 persons and a beautiful atrium 
which will hold 95 person. 

The Pavilion 

An outdoor covered area approximately 40’ x 60’. 


